La voz pasiva (Passive voice).

Formación: 

La forma pasiva del verbo se construye tomando la parte deseada del verbo "to be" y a adiendo el participio del verbo principal. Por consiguiente, el infinitivo activo de un verbo es, por ejemplo, To sell, to buy, y el infinitivo pasivo de estos es "to be sold" o "to be bought". Del mismo modo "It sells" (activa) se transforma en "It is sold" (pasiva) 

El objetivo de la voz pasiva es el de dar más importancia al objeto de la acción que al sujeto. Si queremos dar importancia al ejecutor de la acción, al sujeto, utilizamos la voz activa. 

Esquema: 

Voz activa: SUJETO + VERBO ACTIVO + OBJETO + CIRCUNSTANCIA 

Ejemplo: Somebody discovered America in 1492 

En la voz pasiva el objeto pasa a ser sujeto de la pasiva de tal modo que: 

Voz pasiva: SUJETO (OBJETO DE LA ACTIVA) + VERBO PASIVO + CIRCUNSTANCIA 

Ejemplo: America was discovered in 1492. 

En la voz pasiva no nos interesa el sujeto de la acción, cuando queremos mencionarlo en la pasiva usamos el agente con la preposición BY. 

Activa: Robert wrote many books last year 

Pasiva: Many books were written last year by Robert 
  

  

Voz pasiva con dos objetos: 

A veces en la voz activa hay dos objetos, uno directo y otro indirecto. Ejemplo: They gave us a present. "us" es el objeto indirecto, "a present" es el objeto directo. Cuál elegir como sujeto de la pasiva?. En principio ambos son válidos: 

1.- A present was given to us 

2.- We were given a present 

En el cuadro de abajo se relacionan lso cambios verbales de activa a pasiva 
  

	ACTIVA
	PASIVA

	HE SELLS BOOKS
	BOOKS ARE SOLD

	HE IS SELLING BOOKS
	BOOKS ARE BEING SOLD

	HE SOLD BOOKS
	BOOKS WERE SOLD

	HE WAS SELLING BOOKS
	BOOKS WERE BEING SOLD

	HE HAS SOLD BOOKS
	BOOKS HAVE BEEN SOLD

	HE HAS BEEN SELLING BOOKS
	BOOKS HAVE BEEN BEING SOLD

	HE HAD SOLD BOOKS
	BOOKS HAD BEEN SOLD

	HE HAD BEEN SELLING BOOKS
	BOOKS HAD BEEN BEING SOLD

	HE WILL SELL BOOKS
	BOOKS WILL BE SOLD

	HE WILL BE SELLING BOOKS
	BOOKS WILL BE BEING SOLD


En el cuadro anterior vemos un ejemplo de los cambios verbales que se producen desde activa a pasiva. En el cuadro aparecen los siguientes tiempos (de arriba a abajo): presente, pasado, pretérito perfecto, pretérito pluscuamperfecto y futuro. Todos ellos simples y contínuos.
OTRAS CONSIDERACIONES: En este tipo de oraciones, el objeto directo que es el que sufre la acción pasa a ser el sujeto de la voz pasiva ; el sujeto de la voz activa pasa a ser complemento agente, que es el que desempeña la acción, este complemento viene introducido por un by, pero el 9 de cada 10 casos se omite, y rara vez se pone ; el verbo pasa a ser un verbo pasivo (al igual que en español) y para pasarlo a pasiva se utiliza en verbo to be. Los tiempos verbales cambian de las siguientes formas :

· Pasado pasa a pasado pasivo.

Ejemplo :

My father took some tea. 

Some tea was taken by my father.

· Presente perfecto pasa a presente perfecto pasivo.

Ejemplo :

The police has caugth the thieves.

The thieves has been caught.

·  Presente pasa a presente pasivo.

Ejemplo :

They throw away the rubbish every morning.

The rubbish is trown away every morning.

Ejemplos :

My father gave me a violin.

A violin was given to me by my father.  

They haven’t stamped the letter.

The letter hasn’t been estamped. 

They didn’t pay me for the work, they expected me to do it for nothing.

I wasn’t paid for the work, I was expected to do it for nothing.

He escaped when they were noving him from one prision to another.

He escaped when he was being moved from one prision to another.

She didn’t introduce me to her mother.

I wasn’t introduced to her mother.
Oraciones interrogativas :

Ejemplo : 
Who discovered american

Who was american discovered by ?

Who is cleaning the blackboard ?

Who is the blackboard being cleaning by?

Oraciones pasivas en particular.

Cuando el objeto de una oración activa es una acción introducida por un that, se puede hacer la siguiente pasiva, hay dos formas :

Primera forma :
People say that she is a good actress.

It is said that she is a good actress.

Segunda forma :
She is said to be a good actress.

Nota : Cuando el verbo de la oración subordinada está en presente o futuro, este pasa a formar la pasiva trasformándose en un infinitivo simple.

It is remembered that they lost the war

They are remembered to have been lost the war.

Nota : Cuando el tiempo de la oración subordinada es anterior a la oración principal, este se transforma a pasiva en un infinitivo perfecto.

EJERCICIOS PARA LA PRÁCTICA
1. You should open the wine about three hours before you use it.

2. Previous climbers had cut steps in the ice.

3. Somebody had cleaned my shoes and brushed my suit.

4. We use this room only on special occasions.

5. They feed the seals at the zoo twice a day.

6. Who wrote it?

7. He expected us to offer him a job.

8. They showed her the easiest way to do it.

9. The author has written a special edition for children.

10. Did the idea interest you?

11. The milkman brings the milk to my door but the postman leaves the letters in the hall.

12. People steal things from supermarkets everyday; someone stole 20 bottles last week.

13. Someone left his purse in a classroom yesterday, the cleaner found it.

14. Passengers leave all sorts of things in buses. The conductors collect them.

15. The Court tried the man, found him guilty and sent him to prison.

16. They are repairing my piano at the moment.

17. They invited Jack but they didn’t invite Tom.

18. Has someone posted my packet?

19. Why did no one inform me about the change of plan?

20. Tom Smith wrote the book and Brown Co. published it.
21. We bake the bread here





22. We are baking the bread

23. We have baked the bread





24. We baked the bread yesterday

25. We were baking the bread





26. We had baked the bread

27. We will bake the bread





28. We are going to bake the bread

29. We should bake the bread son





30. We ought to bake the bread

31. Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone

32. The police stopped us on our way home

33. The Queen will open the new hospital

34. The wind blew away the paper

35. They will drive us to the airport

36. The enterprise is building a new swimming pool

37. Someone has destroyed all the documents

38. The manger must sign the cheque

39. Nelson Mandela presented the medals

40. Someone stole all our money and passports

41. You should open the wine about three hours before you use it.

42. Previous climbers had cut steps in the ice.

43. Somebody had cleaned my shoes and brushed my suit.

44. We use this room only on special occasions.

45. They feed the seals at the zoo twice a day.

46. Who wrote it?

47. He expected us to offer him a job.

48. They showed her the easiest way to do it.

49. The author has written a special edition for children.

50. Did the idea interest you?

51. The milkman brings the milk to my door but the postman leaves the letters in the hall.

52. People steal things from supermarkets everyday; someone stole 20 bottles last week.

53. Someone left his purse in a classroom yesterday, the cleaner found it.

54. Passengers leave all sorts of things in buses. The conductors collect them.

55. The Court tried the man, found him guilty and sent him to prison.

56. They are repairing my piano at the moment.

57. They invited Jack but they didn’t invite Tom.

58. Has someone posted my packet?

59. Why did no one inform me about the change of plan?

60. Tom Smith wrote the book and Brown Co. published it.

61. Somebody built this house in 1895.

62. Has a dog ever bitten you?

63. We can solve this problem.

64. Somebody should have cleaned the windows yesterday.

65. They had to postpone the meeting because of illness.

66. Somebody might have stolen your car if you had left the keys in it.

67. An electrical fault could have caused the fire.

68. They shouldn’t have played the football match in such bad weather.

69. Shakespeare wrote “Hamlet”.

70. They have arrested her for shoplifting.

71. They are repairing your car now.

72. People in Chile speak Spanish.

73. Has anybody asked Peter?

74. My mother made this ring.

75. Electricity drives the car.

76. Somebody will tell you where to go.

77. Liverpool beat Manchester 3 – 0 yesterday.

78. The Chinese invented paper.

79. They don’t sell stamps in bookshops.

80. The directors are still considering your application

81. Nothing was sent to me.

82. Papers were bought to us to sign.

83. A clock was given to Henry when he retired.

84. Stories were read to the children.

85. A new job has been offered to me.

